Hypocrisy in the wake of Mladi¢'s arrest

The Mothers of Srebrenica remain
abandoned in their battle for justice

By Axvr Hacenarn

Ratkn Misd &= firally under armest = 16 vears after he
Jed b first on Faropean soll since Workd War 1,
&gl aler a bengiy hidi-ank-seek pame with the Serbisn

Mow the expectations are high, with kladi? 1o face trial
Mazfore: the: Datermalios] Criminal Trtunsd for the fomme
Yuposlavia (HCTY) and some hope the truth of whal hap-
pered in baly 1955 might come 1o light.

Oadiers Bite: the Ulnied Mations, the: Dutcls povemisim
and thia: wha frmedy oversaw Duichbal = the Doich:
led paipod that Exiled 4o guard the Sreheenica safe 2one
— enpressed relael of MIsdic"s amest andd acdind grasdil-

m eaberments. UN 5 General Ban E3-Moon
it a “histeric day for infemational justice.™ Formrer
Duech Digfiere: Minisier Jors Yoorhoes, amc: nepors-
b fior et Dich mission dat failed 1o defond civilians at
Soehremica, trizd o rewriiz hisiory in & May 27 mienview
in the Buich Dr Volkskrawt. Hi knew, e soid,
alkeady in 1954 hat Srebrenice was ordefand-
able. Mothing more coald have heen done, he said,

ALl wizm i) Bt the armest of Mlads? is moportant for
the relatives of the E 000310000 massacre vicms.

Tt is. But o€ the: same: tme, the: Momers of Srebeenics —
i erci p of wives and motherk of the mescre widims —

EH Toaz] aloorz s their Tight for s jusoe.

Mis mot widedy knows that the president of the ICTY,
Jucge Pamck Robmson, pldresscd the UN General
Assombly in October 2008 with the following words: ~
#_ It is & matter which | strongly Belleve mist he
Biddressead iF theng §5 10 be Esting peads and reconcilation
in S pegion — mamely, compensation to victims for the
airocities they suffiered during the coaflcts i ihe fomcr
Vingeelivia. ., Wilh neapect to their rghl 40 compensalion,
[ must agren that the inlomational comumunity has forgomen
ihem”

And neither the LN nor the Duich stabe his ereer iallied
a word uf pegret or eaplmation for what kappened under
their waiich. Kather, they have used sl legn] possibilities in
il proceedings brought by e Miothers aganst the UM
and the: Diotch stabe to ivoid ity.

I Jome 20017, the Mothers of Sneteenicn filed a clvil
lawsuil against the Dhuich state sl the LT with e i of
Eouang 4 judgment on te joint civil hahibty of the UN and
ﬁthn:h:ﬂ:el’prdt penocide.

Froar years faner, (his case is ninw &1 the highest oaun in
the Metherlands and remains about a single question: Can
this LI be sued, o s it grantsd atesluie immoasicy, bl
g it of any hegal resporcibilities, even in ide? A real
hisionc day for miermational jestice wookd be if the LN,
bed by Eean Ki-Mivon, would ool meponeibilily, sppoa
i eur i Jet justice prevadl by allowmng the Methers of
Frebremica acoess do the ooums.

“Then, real coigd he snswered, Why did

Doz hite sasrad & lightlhy armend brigade instead of the beavy
weapnns used by other LN moops in Bosnia? Wiy did the

UMM refuse air support even thivgh all mandae cendidons
for alr strikes were met? Why did the Duich gereral in
e ol ifonm supeion about my eslier request for
air striloes by Cutckbat? Why did neither the TN aor
Ditchbal prepade any measures samsl the expecisd altack

By MIadic"s Why il Dustchlar nog peport the war

crimes? Why did Duichbat not fve o snghe shot @ the

anacking Bomias Serhs? Wy did Duichbal not ml:u.ut.d
co

the civilians al Spebeenica Lheir own wespon s
defand themselves?

It 15 mmlikely these questions will get answers 1f (e TN
& i and does mil v i sppear In coon whatsoever
== which has been ard remains ther argumenl.

=911l the IETY find oet the math?™ 1 have been asked
iy s in redist days,

Tha Moters of Srebremica have (heir doubes as the
T b appainted a Duich jedge as one of the thres
Jurdiges oo the M case, How cin 4 Duich judge

y review the mole of Dichbat sad the LN I his
ooy Blake b invodwed [n a lawsuit with the victims of the
sty pemocide?

Ay meutral observer would angue that this presents At
Beasl 3 gl of prejudice,

For the Mothers of Snebnzmes, the: “hisorie deys of

intrrnationsd justioe” beve yet i come!

= T auifioyr 13 8 sesior paimer ar e A ndan-
Dvsmind Lawe e Wian D Vian de Krogfl Hle reprerante he
Mothers of Srebrsleg, o proup of woian where dusbasdy
i ranr were kittes i the V25 Srebveniva masione, d8a
il fowass apavrar e LY and the Dwich afatr.
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