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Real Estate
By TOBY STERLING
. Se"t?l;h ; Associated Press Writer
ot.:aKC :lﬁg Bgals A Dutch court began hearings Wednesday about whether survivors of a 1995 massacre of
Muslims in Bosnia - Europe's worst mass killing since World War I - can sue the United

. L
. :stgpgﬁr Ads Nations for failing to prevent the slaughter.

All Classifieds Serb forces killed more than 8,000 Muslims in one week in July 1995, overrunning the 4 '
+ Create an Ad Srebrenica enclave declared a U.N. safe zone. Dutch peacekeepers overwhelmed by the Click Now to Visit www.CHI-KC. co‘n'
 Find an Ad Serbs' superior force watched helplessly as the male victims were led away from their
* Pets custody for execution. J ].- ]
The Mothers of Srebrenica, survivors of the men and boys killed in 1995, are among those J J —J
seeking compensation from the U.N. and the Dutch state in the civil lawsuit. Roa d ““n“e' l (o]
News  Presiding Judge Hans Hofhuis said the hearing would focus solely on the question of
5 whether the court has jurisdiction in a case conceming the United Nations, which so far Y i 11
(S::Ll:,t";mﬂs has refused to take part in the proceedings launched in 2007. Ly l DI 0 e J)}JU”
Entertainment Allaart van Blankenstein, a lawyer representing the Dutch state, argued that the U.N.
Video | Photos charter, endorsed by all its members, grants the U.N. immunity from prosecution in on eancrete. cobblastones. aravel
Business national courts. Any exception would "have large consequences for future peacekeeping Gn epncrete. coobiesiones, graval,
FYIiLiving missions anywhere in the world," he told the three judges of The Hague District Court.
Star Magazine He insisted that the Dutch state and U.N. did "everything in their power” to prevent the
Opinion massacre. "The ones who carried out this massacre are the ones who are to blame," he
said.
EXTRAS Axel Hagedom, whose firm says it represents 6,000 family members in the unusual class
—— C1iON SUit, said before the hearing began that he believed the U.N.'s immunity would not
Press Release Central pg gppiicable.
Past Articles L - . " .
5 Lawyers earlier cited a figure of euro2.6 billion ($4 billion) as a starting point for — e
The Star's Front Page i tiati - i
Local Traffic compensation negotiations. y h-\
Maps & Directions He said if the Dutch court refused to hear the suit, it would leave the victims with no venue - - .
Yellow Pages for their claims, in contravention of international treaties on genocide. @
Diagusslon Boards The suit is one of several seeking to determine whether the Netherlands and United
Visitor's Guide Nations can be held liable for failing to carry out a promise to protect civilians in the U.N.
Weddings enclave.
Hemingway

An independent report by the Netherlands Institute for War Documentation in 2002 placed
partial blame on the Dutch government for sending ill-prepared troops on an impossible
mission. It faulted the U.N. for designating the area a "safe haven" for Bosnian war -
SERVICES refugees without defining what that meant.

The report led the Dutch government then in power to resign, but the state denied liability
for the murders, saying that rested with the Serb forces.
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Place an Ad In a separate suit by two Bosnian Muslim families, the Dutch government argued that its
Contact Us soldiers did not commit any crimes, and lawsuits should be directed at the Serb forces that
Advertise carried out the killings. A ruling is expected in September.

About The Star A court spokeswoman said a ruling on Wednesday's hearing on U.N. immunity would
Code of Ethics likely take months.
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Star Awards The U.N. war crimes tribunal, set up to prosecute war crimes committed during the

Star Tours breakup of the former Yugoslavia, is still seeking the two prime criminal suspects in the

Srebrenica massacre: Gen. Ratko Mladic, who commanded Serb forces in Bosnia, and

The Kansas City Store Radovan Karadzic, the top political leader of Bosnian Serbs.

Join the discussion

Share your observations and experiences about news. Lively, open debate is the
goal, but please refrain from personal attacks or comments that are racist, vulgar or
otherwise inappropriate. If you see an inappropriate comment, please click the
"Report as violation" link to notify a KansasCity.com editor. Thanks for your

REGISTER TO WIN feedback.
PRIZES!?
KansasCity.com Recent Comments

® Iiovie Passes: "wall-E©  Be the first to post a comment using the form below
® Wovie Passes: “Wanted” Post Your Comment

® Colorado Summer
Vacation

Umted \?
e Name:

2 ’ ’ | Submit Your Comment

Ge! Help Give Help.

http://www kansascity.com/451/story/669078.html 18-6-2008




